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Parties of Record: 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew Dembia, Esq., on behalf of New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
 
BY THE BOARD:  
  
New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized under 
the laws of the State of New Jersey and engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of 
natural gas to approximately 560,000 residential, commercial, and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, and parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris Counties in New 
Jersey.  
  
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Mantoloking to approximately 
1,259 residential and 48 commercial customers.  The Company’s franchise to use the streets within 
the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on October 17, 2020.1  On April 20, 2021, by 
Resolution No. 2021-75, the Borough renewed NJNG’s franchise for a period of 10 years, and 
granted NJNG continued permission to lay and construct its pipes, mains, and related 
appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public places within the Borough.  
A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By letter dated April 27, 2021, 
NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms of and conditions of the Resolution consistent with 
N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing notice are attached to this 
Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 
                                                
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On April 28, 2021, NJNG filed a petition with the Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 
14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Borough.  As required 
by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 22, 2021.  Heather Weisband, 
Esq., the Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing.  Appearances were 
made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and 
Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board 
related to this proceeding.  
 
At the hearing, the Company relied upon its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Managing Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and 
discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Borough over the next five (5) years of 
approximately 5 to 10 customers annually.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has the 
capacity to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality and does not plan any 
significant changes in its gas distribution system within the Borough. 
  
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated July 27, 2021, indicated that it does not 
object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity necessary 
to continue to provide natural gas service to the Borough.  The term of the municipal consent related 
to the use of streets is limited to a term of 10 years.  However, Rate Counsel requests the approval 
of the petition include certain restrictions, which are incorporated in this Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the Board 
HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the Borough of 
Mantoloking is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly serves the public 
interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate and proper service.  The 
Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial capability, 
capacity, and facilities in the Borough to continue to provide adequate and appropriate service to its 
existing customers, as well as expected future customers, and that the 10-year duration of the 
municipal consent to use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Borough 
to continue to provide gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for 
a period of 10 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal consent to 
construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public places in the 
Borough is limited to a term not exceeding 10 years. 
 

2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes whatsoever 
the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter to be owned by NJNG. 
 

3. This Order shall not affect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this Board or of 
this State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to rates, franchises, 
services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in any other matters affecting 
NJNG. 

 
 



This Order shall be effective as of September 7, 2021. 

DATED: September 1, 2021 

~-~~ 
M RY-ANNA HOLDEN 
COMMISSIONER 

~~~~ 
UPEDRA J. CHIVUKULA 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: ~~~~ 
AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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RESOL TIO NO. 2021-75 

ARE. 01 , 
AGREE 

Exhibit A 
Page 2 of2 

WH REAS, ew Jersey atural Gas Company has heretofore been granted a franchise and 
consent to lay, maimain and operate gas fac ilities in the Borough of Mantoloking; and 
WHEREA , New Jersey Natural Gas ompany is desirous of extending and renewing the period 
of the consent to this municipality to exercise its franchise rights in the Borough of Mantoloking 
for the purpose of furnishing gas therein. 
NOW, THEREFORE, B TT RESOLVED, tha t New Jersey Natural Gas Company be and it is 
hereby authorized lo lay, maintain and operate its conductors, mains and pipes, together with the 
appurtenances then:to, in all the publ ic streets, alleys, squares and public places in this munici pal ity 
wh ich are under the control and jurisdiction of the Borough for the purpose of conducting gas, 
inc luding na tural gas, or any mixture of gases of variou types and for the purpose of transmitting 
and distributing such gas in this municipality for a period of ten ( 10) years from the date hereof, 
upon the fol lowing 1erms and conditions: 

I. Tnat cw Jersey atural Gas Company shall agree that. in all cases in which sln:el 
openings or excavations are made fo r the purposes aforesaid, that restoration of same wi ll 
be conducted in accorda nce with 1he requ irements of the Borough Ordinances in 
existe11ce at the time of said exc~vation· and 

2. That eW' Jersey Natural Oas Company shall conduct the work or the la)•ing or 
maintain ing of gas pipes therein in a careful and prudent manner; and 

3. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall safeg-uard the public interest in continuous 
and uninternipted service at and after the expiration of the tenn of the grant; and 

4. That New Jersey Narura l Gas Company shall maintain its property in good order 
throughout the full term of the grant; and 

S. Thot New Jersey Na tural Gas Company shall continuously afford safe, adequate and 
proper serv ice at jiu st 
and r,~asorablc rates. 

BE IT FURTHER RE UL VED, that this franchise consent, upon approval of the Board or Publ ic 
Utilities of the 
State of New Je rsey. shall supersede the Resolution grantoo by the Borough of Mantoloking on 
0 tober 17,2005;and 
BE IT F RTH ER RE OLVED, that New Jersey Natural Gas Company shaJJ fi le with the clerk of 
this mw1icipality, within sixty (60) days from the date hereof, its acceptance of the terms and 
provis ions of the franchise con ent herein granted and its agreement to be bound by lhe terms and 
provisions thereof; and 
BE I F RTHER Rt:SOLVED, (ha( th is reso lution shall not become effective unt il it is approved 
by the Board of Public Util ities of the State of'Ncw Jersey. 

I, Beverley A. Konopada, Borough Clerk, of the Borough of Mantoloking County of 
Ocean, late of New .Je rsey, do hereby cert ify the foregoing to be a true c-0py of a Resolution 
passed by the Borough ouncil of the Borough of Mantoloking, at the Regular Council meeting
held at the Mantol oking Borough Hall , 202 Downer Avenue, antoloking, ew Jersey on 

T"""'ay, Apdl 20, 2021, ,t whkh time, q=rum ~~~K~~~..c..~~..-J 

~rle 
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'II New Jersey ~#,· N'latural Gas 

Via Electronic M ail 

Hon orable Beverley A. Konopada, RMC 
Mantoloking Borough Clerk 
Mantoloking Bofough Hall 
202 Downer Avenue 
Mantoloking, NJ 08721 

Re: Resolution No. 2021-75 

April 27, 2021 

A Resolution Autb.orizing Renewal of the Franchise Agreement with 
New Jersey -atunl Gas Company 

Dear Ms. Konopada: 

New Jersey Natural Gas Company ("NJNG") hereby accepts the terms and 
provisions of the franchise agreement granted by the lamoloking Borough Council on 
April 20, 202 1 and hereby agrees to be bound by the terms and provisions thereof. See 
Resolution No. 2021-75 attach ed hereto. 

Please be advised that NJNG will submit the Resolut ion to the New Jersey Board 
of Public Utilities for approval. 

AKD:sf 

Respectfully submitted, 

~=)<M 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq. 
Regulatory Affair Counsel 

Exhibit A 
Page 1 of2 
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., New Jersey ~6T Natural Gas 
BY ELECTRO:\'JC )UH.. 

Honorable Beverley A. Konopada 
Borough Clerk 
Borough o f~lantofoli.:ing. Oceall Conmy 
202 Downtr Avenue 
P.O. Bo;,;. 247 
M;an1oloking, NJ 08 73 8 

Honorable ti.fury Ann Cilento 
ClakoftheBoad 
Oce31l Cou.nty Board ofFree.holder~ 
Administration Building, Rm 328 
POBox. 21 91 

June 1. 2021 

HonorableSconM. Colabella 
Counl)' Clerk 
Ocean County derk 's Office 
POBo:"2191 
Toms Riva-, ~J 0S754-2191 

Hono.rableCarl W. Block 
Ocem County Administrator 
101 Haoper Ave. 
Administration Bldg 
Toms Riva-, • J OS 754 

RE: In tlle :\1atter of the Petition of . ew Jeney . 11 tura l G,1,; ompm1r for theAppro,'ll l 
of a )1unidpal Franchi$e iu the &raugh of '.\fantoloking, O cE<rn Conni)· 
BP . Dockl!t No. GE2104074!1 

Dear the Parties Addressed: 

Punuant co the provision.~ of filll 48:2-14, New Jersey Narural Gas Company 
("NJNG") has applied.to the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities ('"Board") for approval oftbe 
Barough of Mantaloking's ("'Borough") ~~l\1rion No. 202 1-75, which gl'31lted NJNG 
permission to continue ca provide namral gas service in lhe Borough as provided in said 
Resolution. Pl.easebeacMsed that the Board has set June 22, 2021 at 10:00am-1 !:00amEST, as 
the date and time for the !l•fooicipal Consent Hearing. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
Municipal Cansau He:ting will be hdd vi.a Zoa.m. The Zoom log-in informationi~ as follow~: 

https:llzo om.us~ 12458 136 397'.pwd=<S l px<KnxG VJ.RNdHJOT3A0UG 'FOHFkQT09 
Passcode: 871017 

My assistant, Susan F aituca is !he Zoam meeung orgJl!lizer_ A Zoom meeting invitation 
will be sent to you in advance o fthe scbeduled date for this Municipal Cons!5lt Hearing_ • ou are 
wekom eto panicipate in the Zoom meeting to put aurviews on the record if ou so desire . 
Also, notice of the hearing is posted 011 the Company's web site, njng.c:om, so interested 
members ofthepublicma:}' view the he.ring. 

AKihf 
C: Service List 

_,ctfully ~ ~ 

~ a.Esq_ 
Regulatory Affairs Counsel 

1415\V~ci<offRoa~ P.O . Box1464 Woll , t J 0771 9 Pbone: soo-221 .oos1 .....,....,njng_awn 
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